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	DATE: 1700 EDT Wednesday, 28 SEP 05
	SITUATION DATA: The Department and the Secretary's Operation Center (SOC) have canceled all of the Daily Conference calls with all of the Emergency Support Function 8 - Health & Medical Partners. The SOC states that all updates will be provided through the SOC Daily Executive Summary and Flash Reports via E-mail.  Recovery efforts continue in the Gulf States after Katrina and Rita. 
	OUTLOOK DATA: A tropical wave continues to move slowly westward through the central Caribbean Sea today, but convection with the system is scattered and disorganized. An Air Force Reserve Hurricane Hunter mission that was scheduled to recon the disturbance has been cancelled. Still, as the wave pushes into the western Caribbean over the next day or so, conditions could become more favorable for additional development. Meanwhile, well east of the Windward Islands, a westward-moving tropical low has lost its convection.
	ACTION DATA: The Nashville Area continues the coordination of communications, logistics, and emergency power needs with the Tribes in the path of Hurricane Rita. Nashville Area Staff are in the field to be resources for the Tribes in the path of the Hurricane.
	SAFETY DATA: Know when to use hearing protection:1. If it is necessary for you to shout directly into the ear of a person in order to be understood, it is too loud. Use hearing protection. 2. If you have heard noises and ringing noises in your ears at the end of the work day, you are being exposed to too much noise.3. If speech or music sounds muffled to you after leaving work, but sounds fairly clear when you return to work, use hearing protection. 
	STATISTICS DATA: In the central Pacific, Tropical Storm Kenneth (50 mph) is located about 635 miles ESE of Hilo, Hawaii, and moving toward the WNW. Kenneth is expected to continue weakening but turn to a more westerly track. Such a track would bring Kenneth into the Hawaiian Islands during the Friday-Saturday timeframe, but by then it would be only a depression. Even as a depression, however, it could produce scattered heavy rain and localized flooding as it interacts with an upper-level trough of low pressure.In the western Pacific, small but powerful Typhoon Longwang (140 mph) remains on a course toward Okinawa. Longwang is expected to be near or just south of Okinawa early Saturday U. S. time. After that, the typhoon, as a Category 3 on the Saffir-Simpson Scale, is forecast to crash into eastern mainland China.
	FEDERAL DATA: Status report for federally recognized tribes in the Nashville Area of the IHS impacted by Hurricane Rita - Afternoon report as of 28SEP05. Submitted by CAPT Kevin Molloy.  Alabama Coushatta Tribe of Texas-Clean up activities continue due to a large number of trees that are down. Power and water issues continue to be the primary concern. Nashville Area staff are on scene. The Environmental Health Officer and the Sanitation Facilities Construction Engineer continue their work to assist with restoration of services.  Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana- No further needs identified at this time. Tree removal is still an issue.Jean Band of Choctaw, Louisiana-Power and shelter issues are being addressed. No additional requests for assistance at this time.Department of the Interior Report• Bureau of Indian Affairs:  Approximately 427 BIA personnel are engaged in recovery and law enforcement efforts.  BIA contacted the six federally recognized tribes in Alabama, Louisiana and Mississippi affected by Hurricane Katrina. BIA is assessing and responding to their public safety and emergency access.  BIA’s Eastern Regional Office and Choctaw Agency coordinated recovery efforts with the Mississippi Choctaw tribal government, whose facilities were reportedly severely damaged and have provided supplies, like food, ice and fuel.   A number of tribes provided law enforcement personnel to assist the Mississippi Choctaw. BIA task force has responded to St. Bernard Parish at the request of the local sheriff. The Task Force are currently assisting with law enforcement patrols, access control enforcement of the three major refineries in the sector and curfew enforcement. Another team is assisting residents affected by Hurricane Rita at the Alabama-Coushatta Reservation. SAMHSA• The Administrator of SAMHSA visited Baton Rouge this evening in the first leg of a trip on which he will meet with senior State officials and discuss topics including family and child care, and educational issues for displaced families.  Current plans call for him to travel to Hattiesburg and Jackson, MS on Wed, Austin TX on Thursday, and College Station TX on Friday.
	WEATHER DATA: New Orleans - Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a low near 75. Calm wind becoming west around 5 mph. Thursday: Isolated showers and thunderstorms. Partly cloudy, with a high near 85. North wind between 5 and 10 mph. Chance of precipitation is 20%.Thursday Night: Mostly cloudy, then gradually becoming mostly clear. 
	CURRENT CONTINUED: ESF#8 update:DoD • USS IWO JIMA and USS SHREVEPORT have been ordered to position off Biloxi.  • USS TORTUGA is five miles offshore Cameron Parish and retrieving one Landing Craft Unit (LCU) delivering sustainment package containing water and MREs to Cameron Parish and will position off Biloxi.  • The 14th Combat Support Hospital treated 43 patients on September 26 and has 10 beds available, can surge to 72. • 13 mortuary affairs teams from the 54th Quartermaster Company are in New Orleans supporting Mortuary Affairs operations at the New Orleans Convention Center.VA• In the next two days, VA will be sending 4 Mobile Health Clinics (used on a daily basis to provide patient care in rural areas) into western Louisiana and eastern Texas.  3 will go into the Beaumont area; 1 will go into the Lake Charles area and 1 into the Jennings area.• VA is willing to staff two Federal Medical Shelters with 202 staff.CDC • The Strategic National Stockpile is filling supply requests for Blu Med in Mississippi; the Louisiana Receiving, Storing, and Staging facility; Chalmette, Louisiana; and the Algiers Clinic in New Orleans.  • The Strategic National Stockpile has deployed 1,000 Federal Medical Shelter beds to Texas and has another 1,000-bed unit loaded on trucks awaiting deployment orders from HHS. 
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